February 6, 2012

ALL'ANCE

OF PROPERTY OWNERS

Board of County Commissioners
KITSAP COUNTY

. 619 Division Street

Port Orchard, Washington 98366

SUBJECT: Hearings Board Remand - Alternative UGA Proposals To Be Considered
In The Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

Honorable Commissioners:

The Board of Commissioners is very well aware that prior to the adoption of the 2006
Comprehensive Plan update, thousands of hours of staff and public participation were
devoted to the construct of that plan. Like any comprehensive plan the end product is
not satisfactory to every one. Obviously there were a few dissident voices who wanted
something different than what the County finally adopted. Even though the few people

who appealed the plan received an apparent endorsement for a cut back in the size of
the Urban Growth Areas expanded in 2006, there was strong public support for that

2006 plan update.

Consider the fact that the Kitsap Realtors Association, the Kitsap Homebuilders, the
Kitsap Alliance of Property Owners and many engineers, surveyors and planning
professionals were all in support of the expansion of the UGAs that took place in 2006.
Lest one believe that the level of support obtained in 2006 was just a popular vote or
endorsement, the Board needs to recall that no decisions about UGA expansion were
made until there had been an almost two year “Buildable Lands” analysis where a
committee was empanelled to thoroughly digest the land use trends, population
projections, vacant and underutilized lands assessment, feasibility of utility extensions
as well as an analysis of existing facilities and capacities and factors of “unbuildable
lands.” This “Buildable Lands” assessment was made for both residential and
commercial (to include industrial) lands.

Following the “Buildable Lands” study, there were at least three citizen advisory groups
(CAGs) empanelled - South Kitsap, Silverdale and Kingston. These CAGs included
representatives from the groups mentioned above, the appellants of the
comprehensive plan, citizens representing the business communities and people with
no particular group affiliation. There were at least 15 - 20 individuals involved in each
CAG. These people went through all of the information generated by and through the
“Buildable Lands” study as well as mapping data provided by Kitsap County’s GIS
Department. Regarding that GIS information, each member of the various CAG
committees very carefully examined that data before making proposals as to how the
UGAs should be expanded.

Following the CAG committee work the Department of Community Development held a
series of Open House meetings to garner additional citizen comment before submitting

"The small landholders are the most precious part of a state.” - Thomas Jefferson
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